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Welcome to our first Acorn Room curriculum
newsletter. You will receive one of these each half
term and it will inform you about the many
different learning experiences and key skills we
are teaching your children.

The new children are beginning to develop warm
relationships with the staff as they explore the rich
learning experiences offered in our environment.
The children are all settling at their pace and we
are beginning to get to know their likes and
dislikes. They are learning the “Hello” and
“Goodbye” songs and getting to understand the
daily routines.

Developing positive relationships

We are really encouraging your child to develop
warm relationships and become dependent on
the staff in the group. Itis only when they are

dependent on that significant person that
independent skills can grow and develop. The staff
will be acknowledging your child’s feelings and
nurturing them, giving them a sense of belonging
into the new group. Responding to their
emotional needs is really important.

Physical development and the outdoor
environment
We really value the experiences that the children
can explore in the outdoor environment.
Outdoor play encourages children’s large physical
skills; this is vitally important for young children’s
core development and impacts all other areas of
learning. We are offering a wide range of large
physical play equipment. Large balancing balls,
ribbon sticks, materials and the balance board.

All of these encourage the children to explore using
their vestibular sense, figuring out where their
bodies are in relation to the ground and gravity.
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Acorn and Saplings

As you will have noticed the building work is
ongoing, so Saplings and Acorn are currently all
together. This is a great opportunity for us to get
to know all the children and meet their individual
needs differentiating our curriculum and
supporting them holistically. When the building is
complete this offers another environment where
children can have space for interventions and
small groups.
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Play Skills

The learning experiences offered in the environment
are well planned to encourage children to explore,
discover and investigate for themselves.

The adults will model a wide range of play skills and
support children’s interests in the environment.

Learning to play with the objects, resources and
materials will come from the children’s exploratory

play.

Children at this stage of development are content to
play on their own, the staff will encourage them to
play alongside the other children, supporting
positive social interactions and using language to
support this.

All children are keen communicators; we support
language and communication in the nursery. This
term we will be focusing on ‘naming ‘objects and
‘describing’ the actions that the children explore
when playing in the environment. Introducing new
words to enhance children’s vocabulary.
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Please check your child’s Tapestry account each day as this is our main source of communication with
you as parents. We will share and celebrate what your children are doing at nursery, as well as inform
you with messages, newsletters and first aid forms. We would love to see the exciting things that
happen at home, so please also share with us by adding your own observations. These may be of your
child celebrating a special family event such as: - birthdays, a trip to the park, baking at home or
learning a new skill. If you haven’t already, please upload a family photograph. This is really important
and really supports the children to settle.

Literacy Skills Language Development

We will be supporting your child to develop
their literacy skills starting with listening and
attention activities. We use a big bucket full
of surprises to help support attention and
anticipation, alongside a variety of other
activities that are exciting for the children to
watch. We will also be introducing some
core books, our first story is Noisy Farm. We
will be singing rhymes daily and links to
stories and rhymes will be uploaded to

We will further support your child by helping to
increase their vocabulary skills. The adults will
introduce new words to the children whilst they play.
For example whilst playing in the water making a
container full and empty and emphasising the words
e.g “Yours is fulll Mine is empty.”

School Fund

Please remember to bring £1 each
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Tapestry. ' ; “ “*".ZIT/} week which goes towards school fund.

These contributions help us to do
. . lovely extras with your child such as
Festivals and Celebrations ) .
. . cooking activities, presents at
We love to have any opportunity to celebrate festivals and

Christmas etc. We now have a till in
events and this half term we will be celebrating Diwali and

. . . the entrance that your child can put
Bonfire Night. If you as a family celebrate any other events, ) .

] . their money in.
please let us know so we can celebrate in Acorn and Saplings

Routines and boundaries

The children are quickly adapting to the new nursery routine and Reminders

alongside that we have some expectations for them to (try and)

follow whilst they attend Acorn sessions. The expectations have been of spare clothes (at least two full

included in this newsletter. The expectations are very simple such as sets) and a pack of wipes for all
walking inside and coat for outside. children.

Please ensure your child has a bag

Please ensure your child has

nappies in their bag if needed.
We look forward to working with you all and supporting your children e e e T TS s

Please talk to us if you have any questions, concerns or feedback before coming into nursery as

» unfortunately there is a lot of ‘dog ;
ﬁwz 7 Usidieye poo’ in the park.
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